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o What this laughter, what this joy
When the world is ever on fire?
Shrouded all about by darkness,
Will you not then look for light?

T 9 wgoswed assaan, wusaeulusssiuy, unil 5 mnaauwa

From Mr.Sathienphong Wannapok, The Buddha’s Words in the Dhammapada, lesson 5 of ‘The Fool’
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Purpose

The Light of Dharma is a bilingual annual journal in Thai and English. It is
sponsored by Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation. Its content is about
the teachings and knowledge of Buddhism, stories of important characters in Buddhism
and news about Buddhist activities in Phuket, including the Phraphutthamingmongkhon
Ek-nakkhiri Project (The Big Buddha of Phuket) at the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd
under the supervision of Kittisangkharam Temple (Kata Temple). Our purposes are to
contribute Dharmic knowledge at the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd and through
various other medias of the foundation as well as donating copies of the magazine to
public amenities such as libraries, government organizations, charity organizations and
other suitable places in Phuket. This journal project is run by the same editorial board
that used to run a journal project of the same name, which was then sponsored by
the Phuket Buddhist Society 2007-2008. The first issue of this new journal is scheduled
to be the July-December 2016 issue.

Any libraries, education institutes, organizations and individuals who are
interested in receiving this journal for public benefits may contact the foundation by
using the contact details below.

Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation
42/14 Moo 2, Thepkasattree Rd., Rasada Sub-District, Muang District,
Phuket Province 83000
Tel 08 1891 3827, 08 1552 3790, 076 373 138-9 ; Fax 076 373 140
www.satthadhfoundation.com ; Line ID : suporn37 or harin_s
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Editorial Preface

Since the beginning of 2023, Phuket has begun to recover from three years of
stagnation brought about by the Covid crisis. When the World Health Organization
(WHO) announced the end of the COVID-19 emergency on May 5, 2023, it was as if
the last bad winds had passed and the world began to calm down. Phuket people
once again enthusiastically welcomed tourists, the lifeblood of the island’s economy.

Devotees and international tourists returned to visit the Buddha Garden
on Mt. Narkkerd and/or pay homage to the Phuket Big Buddha in large numbers.
Most noticeably those who received the meditation practice ‘7 minutes happiness’
under the Bodhi tree of Wienthiane Courtyard and the number of people receiving
blessings and blessing rope from the monks at Dharmsala. These numbers were greater
than before the COVID-19 situation. These numbers also reflect the need for peace of
mind after the recent Ukrainian war and the economic crisis in energy and agricultural
products it has brought about.

The Light of Dharma editorial team and the Phraphutthamingmongkhon
Sattha 45 Foundation would like to encourage them with the mission to Phuket
people and visitors by diligence, a volunteer spirit and the wisdom of Buddhist Dharma

as their guiding light.
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(2) The White School
1 July 2022

The Foundation organized the activity ‘White
School Keeping the 5 Precepts’, inviting monks
to give lectures and lead teachers and students
to practice meditation at Banchalong School,
Phuket City and donated 30 survival bags to

provide lunch.

(4) Start walking

8 July 2022

Suporn Vanichakul, the president of the
foundation, led 8 volunteer monks on the
project ‘Inviting believers to temples for
protection in the southern border locality of
2022’ departure from Phuket to Narathiwat.

PHUKET BUDDHIST ACTIVITEIS

(1) Civil society and police

24 June 2022

' By coordinating with Village Health Volunteer
# (VHV)and the police station in Karon subdistrict
4 there were elderly and bedridden people
who need help. The Foundation working
group and the monks from Buddha Garden
on Mt. Nakkerd therefore arranged 15 sets
of essential items to give.

(3) Bodhi leaves casting statue

6 July 2022

The Foundation invited the group of Buddha
Garden on Mt. Narkkerd to pray for the casting
ceremony of Luangpu Mun Bhuridatta.
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(5) Helping Rawai

20 July 2022

By coordinating with Village Health Volunteer (VHV)
and Rawai Municipality the Foundation working
group invited Buddhist monks together to visit,
encourage and give 19 survival bags to the elderly
families in Rawai subdistrict.

(6) Health and Relief

24 July 2022

In the morning, the Foundation representative and volunteers took the water truck to clean
the road and the interior area including the main entrance fence of Vachira Phuket Hospital.
In the afternoon, they brought 20 survival bags to give to the elderly and people, who suffer
from the economic situation, at Komaraphat Community.

(7) Visiting Bacho

30 July 2022

The abbot of Urai-rattanaram
Temple, Bacho district, led volunteer
monks to visit the villagers of Ban
Sompoi seeing the progress of
repairing house that soldiers helped
to do, by the foundation supported
the materials, and gave Roti to
children.
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(9) Making Merits on Mother’s Day

11 August 2022

Wittayasathid School organized a
merit-making event on Mother’s Day 2022.
The Foundation invited 9 monks to come
for receiving alms and dedicate the merit
to the Queen. Lecturer described “The
Queen’s will to the southerners” and
introducing the “7 minutes of happiness”
meditation practice to students.

(11) Patient Smile
15 August 2022

Mayor of Su-ngai Kolok Municipality, Narathiwat Province received
80 survival bags organized by the Foundation to gradually deliver
to the elderly, patients, bedriddens in Su-ngai Kolok District by
a team of village helth volunteers (VHVs) in the locality.

(8) Morals of Banchalong School
8 August 2022

Suporn Vanichakul, President of
the Foundation led the lecturers
to teach morality and meditation
to students at Banchalong School,
Phuket Town.

(10) Transportation to Nara

12 August 2022

The Foundation provided rice, dry food, drinking
water and essential items arrive in Narathiwat
province to give to temples where monks are
unable to give alms to the underprivileged
and elderly in bed. This was part of the project
“Inviting believers to temple of 2022” which
started in early July 2022.
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(12) To Suthat Community
24 August 2022
The Foundation arranged 105 survival

bags together with various government &
agencies and Buddhist monks at Buddha
Garden on Mt. Nakkerd to be donated to
Suthat Community, Soi 2, Phuket town,
at the office of Sae-aib Phuket Club.

(13) Visit five Communities

10 September 2022

The Foundation by the coordination of women’s
group of Chalong Municipality invited monks at
Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd to bring survival bags
selected from the alms round at Dowroongwittaya
School on September 9, 2022, along with pampers,
to the elderly and bedriddens in the community. Soi
Esso gas station, Soi Thanutheb, Soi Palai, Soi behide
Wat Chalong and Ban Tanoad.

(14) To the Sea Gypsy

22 September 2022

The Foundation provided 46 survival bags with
walking and sitting equipment for disabled
persons which was donated by the Luangta
Noi Foundation. It was given to the people of
Thai Mai (sea gypsy people) Community, Ban
Sapam, Phuket Town by inviting monk from
Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd to join as their

motivation.

(15) Support Vegetarian Festival

24 September 2022

The Foundation procured and received
vegetarian food ingredients from
philanthropists who support the Phuket Veg-
etarian Festival 2022, giving them to 11 shrines
in Phuket to attend the most important
festival of Phuket people between 24
September and 4 October 2022.
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(16) Help Ayutthaya’s People
9 October 2022

The Foundation brought a truck to
| coordinate with the Luangta Noi
Foundation to help flood victims
in the central region by oreanizing
items donated by philanthropists

packed in 300 survival bags to give
‘). to the villagers in Tharuea District,
=, W Ayutthaya Province.

e

(17) Visit the suffering

19 October 2022

The Foundation visited communities who were
in difficulty due to continuous rain and had
to watch out for overflowing water in many
places in Phuket City by bringing 50 sandbags
and 30 survival bags to give them.

A MWimsunasasdainndin navmaanuag @ “

=7 novtirumsnasasnduumS I
dc . L

(18) Support government by helping people
20 October 2022

The Foundation sent 100 food boxes to Phuket
Territory Volunteer Division and 100 boxes to
Navy Volunteer Unit to distribute to needy in

i the area of Soi Phaniang including personel
and operators by coordinating from the Mass
Operations Unit.

(19) Kathin Big Buddha

22 October 2022

Kathin Big Buddha this year 2022, Phrakhru Wisut Kittayaphon
presided over the monastic ceremony, Rear Admiral Thipmat
Yenruedee was the chairman of the lay department, Dr.Atthaporn
and Somsri Hongyok from the Phuket Dharma Practice Center etc.
have participated in the event.
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(20) Support Vachira
24 October 2022
The Foundation sent a water truck to spray

the floor inside the temporary building =
‘Flu and Respiratory Disease Clinic’ Vachira -
Hospital (ARI Clinic), which used to be used
as a retreatment building for people infected
with COVID-19 during the past situation.

- (21) Royal Tuition Scholarship

e 10 November 2022

Provost Mettaphirom Phuket Provincial
Primate and Mr.Narong Wunsiew Governor
of Phuket participated in the ceremony
of offering royal tuition scholarships for
monks in Phuket for the year 2022 at
Wat Mongkhonnimit to promote the
study of Buddhist monks. In this regard,
Suporn Vanichakul the president of the
Foundation donated 20,000 Baht.

(22) Together to help hill tribes
16 November 2022

The Foundation together with Luangta Noi |,
Foundation Nakhonpathom Province brought % O
teaching equipment and survival bags to student
at Ban Pakhamai School, Phophra District, Tak
Province, along with consumer goods to the
forest rangers to be morale and encouragement

in performing duties.

(23) Ordination Ceremony 2022

28 November 2022

The monk ordination ceremony for the year 2022
of the Foundation began to ordain Nagas at Buddha
Garden on Mt. Nakkerd, the total of 9 people to be
ordained as 7 monks and 2 novices. In the afternoon,
they went to do ordination at Wat Kittisangkharam
(Kata) where Phrakhru Wisutkittayaphon the primate
of Muang district was the preceptor. Then went
back to rest at the Buddha Garden.
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(24) Casting Buddha Image for 2022
8 December 2022
The Foundation held an annual pouring

ceremony of pouring metal to the Buddha
image at Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd. The
sculpture was Phra Ajarn Mun Bhuridatta, the
head master of the Forest Monastery. The
replica of the stucco will be cast to offer to
local temples in Sakon Nakhon Province.

(25) Further assistance
6 January 2023
From coordinating with a network of local volunteers in Ratsada sub-district to heal the elderly

and bedridden, the Foundation provided 20 survival bags, Pampers, wheelchairs and walkers to
Ratsada Municipality in order to jointly distribute them to the people in the area where there was
such a necessity.

(26) Children Day’s Gifts

9 January 2023

The Foundation offered 10 youth scholarships, each 1,000
Baht, to Chalong Municipality as a gift on the National
Children’s Day event of the year 2023 which the municipality
held at the Lotus Department Store, Chalong branch on
January 14.




(27) Scholarship

13 January 2023

Suporn Vanichakul, President of the Foundation as
the educational committee of Wat Latthiwanaram
(Wat Tai), assigned a consultant to the Foundation
to give scholarships to students on the National
Children’s Day 2023 in the amount of 10
scholarships of 1,000 Baht each.

(29) Wittayasathid School

30 January 2023

Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd welcomed a
group of students and teachers from Wittayasathid
School, Phuket City, over sixty people for excursions
paid homage to the Big Buddha and meditated
“7 minutes of happiness’
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(28) Doi Children’s Day

13 January 2023

The Foundation provided a 5,000 Baht
grant to organize a Children’s Day event in
the hill tribe community area, Ban Huai-ha
School, Huai Hom Subdistrict, Maela Noi
District of Mae-hongson Province, to pay
for food, drinks and ice cream for the
youth who attended the event.

(30) Support new monks
17 March 2023
The Foundation organized a bus to transport
44 monks from Wat Thepwanaram (Manik)
to take alms to Ban Mai Khao Community,
Thalang District, in an ordination activity
dedicated to Thao Thepkrasattri and Thao
Srisunthon (organized by Thao Thepkrasattri
Thao Srisunthon Foundation from 4-19
March 2023) and will take alms to various
communities from March 6-18.
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(31) Novices field trip
5 April 2023

The Phuket Big Buddha working group organized a shuttle bus for about a hundred novices in
summer ordination program to take a field trip to Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd. They joined
in prayer, recorded knowledge about Buddhism and listen to speakers to introduce meditation
and the history of building the Big Buddha project.

(32) To heal relative

20 April 2023

The Foundation and the Phuket Big Buddha
working group donated 4,000 Baht to buy
foods, supplies and medical equipment
brought to an elderly mother who was
bedridden at Srinakharin District, Phatthalung
Province.

(33) Pilgrimage from Nara to Phuket
22 April 2023

Novices ordained in the summer for HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn at Wat
Ratsamosorn, Rueso District, Narathiwat
Province, 28 novices and 10 monks together
with the 49th Ranger Regiment members
and relatives arrived in Phuket and stayed
at Buddha Garden on Mt Nakkerd. They will
stay there until the 24" with the Foundation
supporting travel and excursions to Phuket.
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(34) Learn about Phuket

23 April 2023

The Foundation took novices, from Narathiwat,
on a field trip to Thalang National Museum,
Phuket Thai Hua Museum and Phromthep Cape
by the academic department of the foundation
taking a tour with a lecture on history of Phuket.

(35) Novices visiting

26 April 2023

150 Novices ordination in the summer 2023 with
nanny monks from Wat Anuphatkrisadaram
(Ketho) came to pay homage to the Big
Buddha at Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd.
They participated in chanting and basic
meditation with the monks residing at
the garden and speakers. The Foundation
has made merit by offering necessities as
scholarships for the novices.

(36) Coordinate Two Organizations

20 May 2023

The Buddhist Association of Phuket meeting at Phuket
Merlin Hotel representatives from the Phraphut
thamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation, academic
affair and volunteer lecturer, joined as new members.
They made a commitment to enhance the work
according to their abilities along with being willing to
coordinate support from the Foundation according
to the mission of the Association. In this regard,
Somijit Sutthangkoon, president of the Association
congratulations to new members and the Foundation
to join together in the following activities.

(37) The Same Wish

23 May 2023

Foreign tourists from more than 50 countries have
come to visit the Phuket Big Buddha. Part of them
practiced meditation for 7 minutes happiness,
breathing meditation, spreading kindness, listening
and contemplating consciously, developing mind by
living with the realities of real life, be refined with
every breath as far as you can remember. All of them
have the same wish is peace of mind.
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LIGHT OF NAKKERD

Offering

Princess of the Kingdom of Bhutan
Editorial

It was January 15th of 2023 at around 10 am, when Mr.Suporn Vanichakul the
Phraphutthamingmongkhon Satta 45 Foundation’s president was informed by
Ms.Wiphada Chaiyangphanit (a Phuket senior business woman) that HRH Princess
Pem-Pem Wangchuck, the Princess of the Kingdom of Bhutan (who was visiting Phuket
at the time), would be visiting Chaithararam Temple in Chalong sub-district of Muang
Phuket, then she would be visiting Bhuddga Garden, next door on Mt. Narkkerd.
He ordered the staff of both the foundation and the Buddha Garden to organize a
working group to immediately prepare for her welcoming.

Upon arrival the foundation’s representative officer gave her a summary
of the construction project, invited her to see the Phraphutthamingmongkhol-
akenagakhiri (Phuket Big Buddha), religious objects, Andaman sea view point, stroll
around the Wienthian courtyard and inside the Big Buddha. Subsequently, Suporn
asked for permission to offer advice on meditation practice ‘7 minutes happiness’.
He cave the princess the Dharma English books and The Light of Dharma Magazines.
Suporn then invited her to sign the special guest book, which she graciously accepted.
Princess Pem-Pem Wangchuck is the daughter of His Majesty King Jigme Dorji
Wangchuck, former King of the Kingdom of Bhutan, the third reign of the Wangchuck
dynasty, the grandfather of King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck the current
monarch. The Princess was spending a four day visit to Phuket with her personal
entourage, including Ms.Wiphada’s brother Somkiat, an ordained monk from the

Mahayana sect of Bhutan.
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Phra Preecha Piyadhammo head of Buddha Garden sangha and the working group welcome the Princess
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Looking at religious objects and view point Foundation staff gave a lecture summarizing
of the Andaman Sea the project at the Big Buddha Hall.

é') afniladu NTUEH wHaey iania 7 1
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Suporn Vanichakul offered advice on meditation practice “7 minutes happiness”.
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The Princess’s hand written note in the special guest book and

the Princess receiving a set of the foundation’s books.
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The Princess, her retinue and senior Pictured here with Suporn Vanichakul.
foundation staff members
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LIGHT OF SOUTH

Inviting the Believers Project 2022
Harin Sukavat

Barry Ismail : Translate to English

After the delay in 2020 and 2021, due to Covid-19, the Project ‘Inviting believers
to temples for protection in the southern border locality’ has begun again in 2022
in cooperation with three parties. The sector 8 primate consultant was the monastic
President, Phra-ajan Charun Anangkhano of Dongyang Dharma Garden assigned 7
disciples the important role of the project along with a monk and the main coordinator
from the Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation. The 8 volunteer monks
would be housed in 4 temples, Urairatanaram, Khaogong, Jor-irong and Rattananusorn,
in Narathiwat province during the three months of Buddhist Lent.

Encouragement came from Narathiwat Province under the Provincial
government, the army unit stationed at Urairatanaram Temple and the Province’s
civil society. Assisting in the operation, the Foundation President assigned a unit to
escort the monks until the end of project in November 2022.

Apart from restoring the temples and visiting the Buddhist and Islamic
communities around the temples, the most important obligation was conducting the
Kathin Ceremony, which was successfully completed at all four temples. The Project
received cooperation from the local people, the likes of which was never seen before
including donations totaling more than 1 million baht. This allowed our objectives;
support for religion, a spiritual refuge for the local people and building cultural stability

for the people in Narathiwat, to be achieved.
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Interveiw

Editor Why did you volunteer to join the Project?

Monk When we heard of the Project and believing it to be very good,
we asked for permission from Phra-ajan Charun Anangkhano and
he allowed us

Editor Will you still have to go down to Narathiwat in the next few days?

Monk Yes, there are still Kathin events at Khaokong and Takbai temples
on the 25"

Editor What kind of work did the monks do?

Monk Temple cleaning, receiving the Kathin, healing the hearts of
villagers. Sometimes soldiers from Isan like to come and talk to
us, participating in the temple’s Buddhist events, repairing temples
and houses.

Editor How did the monks go out for alms?

Monk Monks at Khaogong Temple can do almost every day. At
Urairattanaram Temple where 96% are Muslim, we can do 2 times
a week only. It is in this “red area” where there are two military
units based in the temple. When monks would like to go out,
they needed to inform the Military in advance so that soldiers
and the “detonation group” could clear the areas first. Each time
we walked a different path with front and back protection groups
including some soldiers undercover. If we didn’t ¢o out there
would be a “red-hat” soldier to cook meals for us.

Editor How were the villagers?

Monk Buddhist villagers offered a lot of food to monks, especially on

holy days. When there was a festival at the temple Muslims would
also come to help. When we were going to give survival bags the
soldiers distributed them. Muslims are friendly just like us, when
given things they accept but didn’t pay respect. When we went
to help fix their houses, they burst into tears. They went to pray
at their mosque every day. Wat Urai at Bacho District there were

only eight Buddhist houses around.
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Editor
Monk

Editor
Monk

How do you feel about the situation? Are you afraid?

First | was excited and thought that there might be disaster some-
day. But after a week it was normal. Anyhow | chant the ‘Itipiso’
along the way when leaving for alms. Sadly, some old policemen
did not dare to come to Bacho at all out of fear.

Finally what would you like to say?

There are many good things about this project. First, the villagers
return to encouragement. Secondly, it is a good experience for the
monks. Thirdly it helps the temples to not decrease in numbers
or deteriorate. Fourth, to let Thai Muslims know that the temples

are not deserted nor should they be taken over.
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The foundation activities department led
the volunteer monks to pay homage to the
Chairman of the project at Prachumchonthara

Narathiwat Province. e N )

Walking for alms in Bacho District
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Visiting villagers in Muang District Candle circling ceremony around the
chapel of Urairattanaram Temple on
Asarnhabucha Day

To distribute survival bags to youths in Kathin ceremony at Khaogong Temple
communities around the temple

Phra-ajan Charun Anangkhano

of Dongyang Dharma Garden, Srisaket Province




The Light of Dharma July 2023 - June 2024 51

[Interview]

Phra Payu Yannaveero Phra Thongpoon Jiravuttano

[}
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LIGHT OF TWO SKIES

Happiness

Pridi Boonsue

Despite having lived in different periods of time, two thousand years apart,
Aristotle and Dalai Lama have similar concepts of the ‘Happiness of Life’.

Aristotle, philosopher of ancient Greece lived around 300 B.C. making him
300 years older than Jesus. He separated a fun life from a happy life; so to understand
a happy life people need to understand the meaning of a ‘good life’.

People nowadays refrain from answering questions like this: “What is the
meaning of life? What is true happiness? Because the true answer means people may
need to change their habits. For Aristotle a valuable life and true happiness requires
people to have a habit of excellence and be a virtuous person.

This Aristotelian word does not mean that one adheres to precepts or religious
commandments. The term virtuous person refers to someone who has lofty goals in
life, putting one’s power, actions, and wealth at the service of those worthy goals.
Our precious lives therefore depend on setting such goals and the applied discipline
so that we can achieve them.

For the Dalai Lama, no matter what religion we follow or even, if we are religious
or not, the goal of life is the pursuit of happiness while having a better life. Because
of this, all moments of life are for this purpose. Therefore, happiness is characterized
as the goal of life and we work to achieve this for ourselves. The Dalai Lama believes
that people, through mental training can enjoy happiness. According to the Tibetan
word Sem, mind is composed of perception, intellect, feeling, mind, and spirit. As for
training the mind the first step is learning. For example, knowing what kind of behavioral
emotions are dangerous, which ones benefit both yourself and society? After that, using
these beneficial emotions to forge positive emotions in ourselves and being determined
to change and develop ourselves. At this point, we will know that our happiness is in

our own hands.
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Aristotelian and Dalai Lama concepts of happiness are not characterized by
taboo precepts or ethical principles. There is no one fixed formula that works for

everyone. It is a way of thinking that creates the skills for people to use in ‘catching

fish’ by themselves.

The 14™ Dalai Lama Aristotle

from : www.facebook.com/pridi.boonsue, January 1, 2020.
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LIGHT OF SIAM

Monuments of the Buddha in Siam(#3)

Prince Damrong Rajanubhab

Translated to English : Sulak Sivaraksa and A.B. Griswold

Part Two
Monuments of the Buddha in Siam
As various schools of Buddhism came to Siam at different times, the monuments as-
sociated with them are of various styles. On the basis of style, seven different periods
can be distinguished, namely:
1. Dvaravati
Srivijaya
Labapuri
Chieng Sen
Sakhodaya
Avudhya
Bangkok

No AL

We shall discuss them in that order”.

Stone Wheel of the Doctrine, Dvaravati period, National Museum, Bangkok
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DVARAVATI PERIOD
(beginning around B.E. 500, say 50 B.C.?

More memorials of the Buddha of the Dvaravati period have been found
at Nagara Pathama than anywhere else. They are the oldest in Siam, and it may be
surmised they are based on models from Magadha. At that period all four kinds of cetiya
were produced - dhatucetiya, paribhogacetiya, dhammacetiya and uddesikacetiya’.

Dhatucetiya (reliquaries). -Many reliquary monuments were built. After the
Emperor Asoka distributed the Buddha’s bodily relics* they were carried to various
countries by missionaries and enshrined there, and there are many large stupas at
Nagara Pathama, including the Pathamacetiya®. Stupas of Dvaravati period were built
of brick, with a stucco coating and stucco ornament, and not of laterite or stone like
the monuments of later periods; the base, used for circumambulation, was square; the
body of the building was round like an inverted bowl (similar to that of the present
Mahadhatu at Nagara Sri Dharmaraja); and the spire was low”.

Paribhogacetiya (reminders by association). —It may be assumed that cuttings
taken from the Bodhi tree at Bodbgaya were planted in Siam at that time. Although
the trees themselves have disappeared without leaving a trace, the custom of planting
such trees in this country must date from that period.

Dhammacetiya (doctrinal reminders). —Inscriptions of the Dvaravati period,
written in Pali, are found on various objects such as the bricks built into stupas. Most
of them are copies of the well-known stanza beginning ‘Ye dhamma...’

Uddesikacetiya (indicative reminders). —These were of several kinds, usually
made of stone. Before images of the Buddha came into existence, people used to
make Wheels of the Doctrine accompanied by a pair of crouching deer with reverted
heads’, after a model made in India in the time of Asokas®. Another type was in the
form of a stupa with a square base and a round body like an inverted almsbowl, with
a spire consisting of a series of discs of diminishing size’. These can be seen in the
museums at the Pathamacetiya and in Bangkok. It may be surmised that another form
of Uddesikacetiya of the Dvaravati period was the Buddha’s throne. When images of
the Buddha began to be made, they were based on Indian models'. The principal
image in a monastery might be made of stone or else of masonry coated with plaster;
fisures of the Buddha were carved on stone bas-reliefs representing scenes from his
career, or stamped in clay to make votive tablets. One type of image frequently seen
represents the Buddha preaching the First Sermon, seated in the ‘European’ fashion,
i.e. like a person sitting on a chair with his feet on the ground. Another type shows
him standing up, the right hand raise the thumb and forefinger forming a circle by
holding their tips together, while the left hand hangs down holding the end of his robe,
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a type which in India signifies the Descent from the Tavatimsa Heaven''. Still another
type shows him standing, with the right hand raised in the posture of abbayamudra'.
In some stone bas-reliefs, such as the one at Wat Sudarsana in Bangkok (behind the
pedestal of the image called Brah Sri Sakyamuni)®’, he is shown performing the Twin
Miracle (yamakapatihariya) or, as it is called in India, the Great Miracle (mahapatihariya).
In other reliefs, including some at the Pathamacetiya, he is shown preaching the First
Sermon™.

Surprisingly enough, images of the Buddha in a style very much like Dvaravati
have been found as far away as the township of Wang Palat in Buddhaisong District,
Puriramya Province. Quite a number of medium-sized bronze images of the Buddha
have been discovered there in the bed of the River Mun, some of them seated in
the posture of meditation in the ‘Indian fashion’ with folded legs, and some of
them standing, but all in Dvaravati style. Probably there was a village of bronze-
casters nearby, or else an old monastery dating from the period when Buddhism was
propagated there from the kingdom of Dvaravati. A Wheel of the Doctrine discovered in
the province of Nagara Rajasima (Korat) may date from the same period®. Furthermore
at Dong Sri Mahabodhi in the province of Pracinapuri, where there are the remains of
an ancient town, images of the Buddha of Dvaravati style have been dug up, including
the golden image to which King Rama IV gave the name Brah Nirantaraya. These are
further evidence that the kingdom of Dvaravati at one time held sway as far as the
provinces of Pracinapuri and Nagara Rajasima’®.

SRIVIJAYA PERIOD
(beginning around B.E. 1300, say 750 A.D.)

The works of Buddhist art surviving in Siam from this period are relatively few.
Most of those that are known were discovered in the province of Surastradhani. A few
were discovered at the Pathamacetiya (for example the Bodhisattva image locally
known as ‘Yai Hom’), but they may have been brought there from the south.

The Buddhist works of the Srivijaya period belong to the Mahayana School.
As the Buddha’s bodily relics were hard to find, the building of Dhatucetiyas was less
widespread than in the Dvaravati period. The typical Buddhist monument of the period
in Siam was a square shrine, known as a mandapa, with an image of the Buddha inside
and stupas on top, for example the Paramadhatu at Jaiya'’. Originally the Mahadhatu at
Nagara Sri Dharmaraja was presumably of the same form. The mandapas in the Cetiya
Jet Teo at Svargaloka and those in Wat Mahadhatu at Sukhodaya, built while the Pra
Ruang dynasty was still reigning, are thought to be copies of Srivijayan models'.
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The Srivijayan artists made very fine images, which are found in abundance in
Java. In Siam the Buddha images of this style are mainly votive tablets; the only large
bronzes are the statues of Bodhisattvas from Old Jaiya, which are of great beauty; but
in private collections there are also many medium-sized bronze images of the Buddha
and the Bodhisattvas which may be assigned to the Srivijaya period on grounds of style,
though their provenance is not known.

Apart from those we have mentioned, there seem to be no other Buddhist
antiquities of the Srivijaya period in Siam".

LABAPURI PERIOD
(beginning around B.E. 1600. say 1050 A.D.)

In the Labapuri period we find monuments belonging to the Hinayana
(Sthavira) sect deriving from Dvaravati. as well as monuments belonging to the Mahayana
deriving from Cambodia and perhaps from Srivijaya. There are a great many of them,
and they vary much from one another. The mandapa was replaced by the prasada
or the prang®. Some of these structures are huge, as at Wat Mahadhatu at Labapuri.
Sometimes they were built three in a row, with an image of the Buddha in the central
one and images of Bodhisattvas in the other two; and in this case the monument is
called a prang sam yot or triple sanctuary tower. The stupas all belong to the class of
uddesilacetiya®'; they are of middling size, tall in proportion to their bulk, and richly
ornamented (this kind of stupa is still often seen in Cambodia nowadays). Sanctuaries
were usually built of laterite, with trim and ornament of carved stone, whereas minia-
ture shrines might be made of bronze, and the craftsmanship was good in both cases.

Images of the Buddha of the Labapuri period include stone sculptures, bronzes,
and votive tablets. During this period the type known as ‘the Buddha wearing royal
attire’ appears for the first time. This was due to the Mahayanist doctrine which holds
that in addition to the historical Buddha there is a primordial and eternal Buddha called
the Adibuddha who rules over the universe. Images of the Adibuddha represented him
wearing the royal attire so as to distinguish him from other Buddhas. The complete
royal attire includes a diadem, ear-rings, necklace, armlets, bracelets, finger-rings, and
anklets, but many statues of the Adibuddha have only a selection of these ornaments,
and some have only the ear-rings and necklace. As the postures are the same as
those of the human Buddha, the only difference is the presence or absence of the
royal ornaments®. At Labapuri at that time, it may be guessed, the people who still
adhered to the Sthavira form of Buddhism (Hinayaina) preferred images of the Buddha
without ornaments, while those who embraced the Mahayana preferred them wearing
the royal attire.
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The votive tablets of the Labapuri period are of several different types, but all
connected with the Mahayana. One type shows three images of the Buddha seated

in sanctuary towers, probably referring to the Buddha’s ‘three bodies’*

. Another type
shows the Adibuddha in the middle, surrounded by four or seven human Buddhas.
Another shows a Buddha in the middle with a Bodhisattva at either side. Another has
numerous Buddhas and Bodhisattvas on the same votive tablet.

The Buddha images of the Labapuri period are characterized by a new style
that results from a synthesis of Dvaravati and Khmer types™. The most frequent sub-
ject represented is the Buddha seated in meditation protected from the storm by the
Nagaraja’s hood; some stone statues of this subject are larger than life-size, others are
smaller, and bronze statuettes of it were made in great quantity. Some bronzes have
three images on a single pedestal: in the center, the Buddha sheltered by the Naga’s
hood; at one side the four-armed Bodhisattva Lokesvara (Avalokitesvara); at the other
side the female Bodhisattva Prajriaparamita. Separate images of these three divinities
are also found in great numbers. It may be surmised that such triads were often placed
in the temples dedicated to the Mahayana.

Images of the Buddha of the Labapuri period are found in the following postures:

1. Seated in meditation, with or without the Nagaraja.

2. Subduing Mara.

3. Standing, performing the vitarkamudra, representing the Descent from the
Tavatimsa Heaven.

4. Standing, performing the abhayamudra, known as ‘stopping the waters’?.

5. The Buddha in the Palelaiyaka Forest, a type of image adapted from the
Dvaravati type representing the First Sermon®.

The two Bodhisattvas of the Mahayana, most frequently seen in the sculpture
of the Labapuri period, are:

1. Lokesvara, depicted like the usual type of a Hindu god except that there
is a small miniature figure of the Buddha in his headdress. Like Visnu, he may have
either two or four arms; when he has four, the two upper hands hold a rosary and a
book respectively, while the two lower hands hold a lotus and a flask of the water of
immortality”’. He is also sometimes shown as a personage with several faces above
one another (not unlike a mask of Ravana) and several pairs of arms and legs™.

2. The Bodhisattva Prajnaparamita, a goddess holding a book in her right hand
and a lotus in her left. These images are often wrongly identified as representing the
goddess Uma.

These are the only two Bodhisattvas represented frequently in the art Labapuri.
There are not nearly so many varieties as in the art of Srivijaya or Java.
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Buddhist works of Labapuri style are geographically very widely distributed in
Siam. The style is closely related to that of ancient Cambodia, and it fourished when
the Khmer were ruling this country”, Examples have been found as far east as the
borders of Viet Nam and as far north as Chalieng (Old Svargaloka). There is an image at
Lampun called ‘the Lavo Buddha’, which was probably brought there from Labapuri™.
The style did not spread much farther south than Bejrapuri’".
(to be continued)

Other categories should be added to take cognizance of four more styles of images of the
Buddha found in Siam: the style of Amaravati and Anuradhapura, c. second to third or fourth
century A.D.; Late Amaravati or Early Gupta style, c. 4" century; Gupta style, 5" or 6™ century;
and Pala style, 8""-12" century.

The kingdom of Dvaravati is first attested in the 6" century A.D. The dates assignable to
Dvaravati art, according to recent studies, are from the late 6th century to the 12" or 13"
The date proposed by the author for the beginning of Dvaravati art is over 600 years too early.
(A.B.G)

In a part of the book which is not included in this translation, the author explains the four
categories of cetiya and there is an illuminating discussion of the subject in Coomaraswamy,
The Nature of Buddhist Art, New York, 1938. (A.B.G.)

Asoka is said to have dug them out of the stupas in which they were buried, and divided them
into 84,000 particles to be enshrined in the various cities of his kingdom and foreign countries.
(A.B.G)

Apart from the Pathamacetiya very few of these are now left. The present Pathamacetiya was
built in the 1860’s, ‘encasing’” a much older monument which it completely hides. A copy of
the old monument stands nearby. (A.B.G.)

As the author explains in a footnote, this description is based on a small bronze stupa dug up
in the precinct of the Pathamacetiya, and presented to King Rama VI by the Abbot of Wat Bodhi
at Nagara Pathama. It is a good description of one form of Dvaravati stupa, but it can no longer
be considered particularly characteristic, as the remains of Dvaravati monuments of numerous
other forms have been excavated since the time he wrote.(A.B.G.)

Representing the Buddha’s First Sermon, which he preached in the Deer Park at Benares. (A.B.G.)
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Such stone wheels have not been found in Burma, Ramannadesa or Cambodia. In Siam they are
found only at Nagara Pathama and, it is said, a few at Nagara Rajasima, but there seem to be
none in other provinces. (D.R.) Since the time of writing, a few more have been found in other
parts of Siam. (A.B.G.) There is little evidence that any Dvaravati art dates from the reign of King
Asoka. The original Pathamacetiya, which is thought to have resembled the stupa at Sanchi, is
now invisible, being hidden by the stupa built by King Rima IV; and most of the stone Wheels
of the Doctrine are carved with decorative patterns of Gupta style, which can hardly be older
than the 5" century A.D. (S.D.)

According to Tibetan tradition the Buddha himself invented this type of stupa by folding the
three garments of the monastic robe into squares, piling them up on one another, laying an
inverted almsbowl on top, and using his walking stick for the spire. (D.R.)

Of the Gupta period. (S.D.)

The hand-posture with thumb and forefinger joined is known to Indian iconography as
vitarkamudra, the ‘gesture of exposition’. In fact in Indian art the Buddha usually has his right
hand downward in the posture of varadamudra when shown in the Descent from the Tavatimsa
Heaven. In Dvaravati art, images with the left hand holding the robe are comparatively rare;
the overwhelming majority have both hands in the posture of ‘exposition’, Bangkok scholars
generally believe that all Dvaravati images of the Buddha with both hands in this posture
represent the Descent from the Tavatimsa Heaven. (S.D.) The evidence to that effect is not at
all conclusive. Some of them could equally well represent the Ascent to the Tavatimsa Heaven
(cf. the paintings at Pagan in Burma of this subject, in which the Buddha is shown in a rather
similar attitude); others may represent some entirely different incident. (A.B.G.)

The hand raised with palm forward and fingers pointing upward. This hand-position, known
to Indian iconography as abhayamudra, the ‘gesture of dispelling fear’, is rare in Dvaravati art.
(A.B.G.)

The ‘apparitional’ figures of the Buddha in this composition are in various postures (walk-
ing, seated in ‘European’ fashion, scated in ‘Indian’ fashion, and reclining). All of them are
supported on lotus flowers. (S.D.) The upper register of this relief shows the Buddha preaching
to his mother and other divinities in the Tavatimsa Heaven. (A.B.G.)

The chief flourishing of Dvaravati art seems to have been from the 7" to the 9" or 10"
century A.D. (A.B.G.) In addition to the types of Buddha image listed by the author, images in
the following postures should be mentioned: (1) subduing Mara (the posture known to Indian
iconography as bhumisparsamudra); (2) bestowingfavors (Sanskrit varadamudra); (3) taking mercy
on living creatures (right hand in vitarkamudra and left hand in varadamudra); (4) sitting under
the Nagaraja’s hood; and (5) reclining. (S.D.)

It is now at Wat Klong Kwang at Muang Sema in the district of Sung Non in the province of

Nagara Rajasima. (S.D.) It is recently reported to have been stolen. (A.B.G)
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While it is risky to draw political conclusions from the distribution of art styles, there is further
evidence to support the author's argument that the influence of Dvaravati art spread far.
For example at Muang Fa Det Sung Yang in Kalasindhu Province in Northeastern Siam, sima
boundary-stones have been discovered which a carved with images of the Buddha and Jataka
scenes of Dvaravati style. For the kingdom of Haripunjaya (Lampun, near Chieng Mai) we have
not only the archaeological evidences of an art related to Dvaravati, but also the testimony of
chronicles regarding a political relationship; around the 8th century A.D. as Coedes has shown, a
Mon-speaking princess named Cammadevi, who was a member of the ruling family of Labapuri,
founded the kingdom of Haripunjaya. (A.B.G.)

There are many buildings of this sort in Java, where they are called candi, a word that is perhaps
derived from cetiya. (D.R.)

The Srivijayan style of art may have been carried to Sukhodaya from Nagara Sri Dharmaraja
when the two cities were in contact in the reign of Sri Indraditya or Ram Kamheng, (S.D.)
The mandapas in the Cetiya Jet Teo at Sajjanalaya, Svargaloka, appear to date mostly from the
second half of the 14" century A.D., while those in the precinct of the Mahadhatu at Sukhodaya
are of various dates. (A.B.G.)

In addition we might mention Wat Geo at Jaiya and several remains of smaller monuments, as
well as a good many images of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas discovered more recently. It is curious
that the author does not mention the splendid bronze 'Buddha Recently. It is curious that the
author does not mention the splendid bronze ‘Buddha of Grahi', now in the Bangkok Museum:
it represents the Buddha sheltered by Nagaraja’s hood; and the base (which is part of the same
casting as the Nagaraja’s coils, but cast separately from the hood and from the Buddha image)
has an inscription bearing a date equivalent to 1183 A.D. As the author is discussing Buddhist
art only, there was no reason for him to mention the Brahmanical images of Srivijayan style, of
which there are many fine examples (cf. S. J. O'Connor, Hindu Gods in Peninsular Siam; Ascona,
Switzerland, 1972). (A.B.G.) The art of Srivijayan, which was deeply influenced by that of Java,
as well as the Indian styles of the Gupta, Post-Gupta and Pala-Sena periods, is thought to have
flourished in Peninsular Siam from the 8" to the 13" century A.D. In the second half of the 13"
century the Peninsula became tributary to the kingdom of Sukhodaya. (S.D.)

The prasada is the characteristic form of Khmer sanctuary tower. The word prang in Siamese is
used in two senses. In the strict sense it means a form of sanctuary tower that evolved in Siam
from an undetermined prototype, probably Mon, under the influence of the Khmer prasada.
Used loosely the word prang can mean either a prasada or prang or both. When the author uses
the word prang, we have translated it as 'prasada or prang' when the sense seems to require
it. (A.B.G.)

The author apparently means they contained neither relics of the Buddha nor object inscribed

with extracts from the Canon; cf. Introduction, p. vi. (A.B.G.)
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A better reason for the royal attire of certain Buddha images was suggested by the late Paul
Mus (Le Buddha pare, BEFEO XXVIII). According to a practice that began in India in the Gupta
period, if not before, statues were often presented with real clothing and detachable jewels.
This practice survives to the present time in the case of the 'Emerald' Buddha in Bangkok, which
has three sets of attire for the different seasons. Those for the rainy and the cool seasons are
rich costumes simulating the monastic dress, while that for the hot season is the royal attire.
When an image of the Buddha wearing detachable ornaments was copied, whichever ones
happened to be worn at the time would naturally be reproduced in the copy. (A.B.G.)
According to the Mahayana doctrine of the Trikaya, the Buddha's three bodies are the
Nirmanakaya, the Sambhogakaya, and the Dharmakaya. See Mus, Le Buddha paré, BEFEO XXVIII,
pp. 170-252. (AB.G.)

Nowadays we reserve the term 'Labapuri style' for images in which the Khmer influence is
predominant. Those in which there are conspicuous traces of the Dvaravati style mixed with
the Khmer style are now assigned to the 'U Tong A’ style. (S.D.)

The standing posture with both hands in abhayamudra is now known as 'stopping the waters'
(in allusion to the food waters at Uruvela, which miraculously formed a cylinder around the
Buddha and left him dry), As Prince Subhadradis remarks in a footnote, it is doubtful whether
the posture was given this interpretation before the Ayudbya period. The same may be said of
the standing posture with only the right hand in abhayamudra, called 'stopping the kinsmen'
(in allusion to the Buddha putting an end to the dispute between his paternal and maternal
relatives over the water rights to a certain river), and the standing posture with only the left
hand in abhayamudra, called 'stopping the sandalwood image' (the wooden image of the
Buddha carved at the command of the King of Kosala while the Buddha was preaching in the
Tavatimsa Heaven; when the Buddha returned to earth, the image rose to salute him, but he
told it to return to its seat), (A.B.G.)

i.e. the subject is represented by an image of the Buddha seated in the 'European posture
(like the Dvaravati images of him preaching the First Sermon), but accompanied by the faithful
elephant and the devout monkey who play an important part in the story, (A.B.G.) In addition
to the types of image mentioned by the author, the school of Labapuri also produced images
of the standing Buddha in the posture of 'bestowing favors' and in the posture of ‘taking mercy
on living creatures'

Lokesvara and Avalokitesvara are alternative names of the same Bodhisattya. He usually has
in his headdress the figure of his 'dbyani-Buddha’ Amitabba, seated in meditation. He is also
sometimes known as the Bodhisattva Padmapaani because he holds a lotus (padma) in his
hand (pani). (S.D.)

For example when he takes the form of Hevajra or Trailokyavijaya. (S.D.)
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It now appears that the Khmer ruled much of central Siam for considerable periods of time
between 1000 A.D. and 1250, but not uninterruptedly. The Labapuri style continued well into
the 15th century A.D. (cf. the many examples of it discovered in the crypt of Wat Rajapurana
at Ayudbya, built in 1424). (AB.G.)

The fragmentary image called 'the Lavo Buddba'in the Lamupn Museum appears to be a work
of the 'U Tong B' style which was prevalent at Ayudbya in the 14" and early 15" century A.D.
The image called 'the Buddha with Sharp Shins' in the Siri Got Monastery at Chieng Mai may be
a locally made copy of it, or at least of a similar model. (A.B.G.)

The main inspiration for the Labapuri style came from Cambodia, especially styles of Angkor Wat
(12" century A.D.) and the Bayon (late 12" and early 13" century). The combination of Dvaravati
and Khmer gave rise to the ' U Tong A'' U Tong B' styles, which to some extent overlapped the

later phases Labapuri style. (A.B.G.)
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THREE LOTUSES

SPEAKING

The foolish let their tempers speak,
Repeatedly make mistakes and cause sadness.
The clever let their rationality speak,

Live with righteousness but are lifeless.
The wise let wisdom speak,

And become a part of universal truth.

lwe o1 wa Snsanuasug, Auld auaam Aud Ity Wavindadl 27), driinfusisens, wih 32, 2559,
Chai Na Pol A., The Foolish The Clever The Wise (27" edition), Sayam Publishing House, P. 33, 2016.
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